
Upington – An Oasis in the Northern Desert 

 

The Northern Cape of South Africa is renowned for its arid dry climate and desert like 

appearance. Up in the north however there is an oasis in the form of a charming town hugging 

the banks of the mighty Orange River.  Upington is the perfect winter holiday resort. 

Founded in 1884 and named after the Prime Minister of the Cape, Sir Thomas Upington, this 

picturesque town has plenty to offer its visitors.  Upington’s domestic airport, which has the 

longest runway in Africa and one of the longest in the world, is an ideal place to hire a car and 

explore the area.  Houses framed by landscaped gardens and delicate rose bushes grace the quiet 

streets all over town. Originally the town was a mission station and that sense of peace and 

tranquillity still remains amongst the locals.  Where the mission station once stood you can now 

visit the town’s museum called the Kalahari Orange Museum and park your hired car in the 

ample parking provided.  

Despite the arid climate the soil is extremely fertile and the area is an agricultural haven for 

export-quality grapes, raisins and wines.  Taking a trip to the outskirts of town in your hire car 

you can visit the Cotton Ginnery, at the SA Dried Fruit Cooperative and watch them laying the 

grapes out to be dried by the beating sun.  While you are there you can indulge in tasting some of 

the delectable wines from the area. 

The glistening Orange River which winds its way along the edges of the town is the source of a 

fantastic array of activities and attractions.  The Eiland, which is a holiday resort on an island in 

the river, is a great place to stay or spend the day.  Driving in your rental car up the palm lined 

entrance you will certainly feel as though you have reached an oasis.  Here you can enjoy picnics 

on the banks of the river or take part in the exhilarating water activities.  

Just outside of Upington, only a short drive in your hired car, are the majestic Augrabies falls, 

the greatest of all South African waterfalls.  You can head off on one of the many hikes in the 

nature reserve or stand on the impressive platforms and feel the spray on your face while 

marvelling at the power of the water as it tumbles over the cliffs. 

Canoeing and river rafting up the Orange River are very popular activities and many people will 

travel to Upington, hire a car for the stay and then spend their days on the water. However you 

choose to spend your time here you will not be disappointed. 

 

 


