
Knysna – The Jewel of the Garden Route 

 

The Garden Route in the Southern Cape is renowned for its gorgeous beaches, dense forests and 

mild weather.  Knysna is without argument the jewel of this holiday area and has been voted as 

one of the top 100 destinations in the world. 

Knysna has beautiful weather all year round with non-existent autumn and temperate winters and 

glorious summers. The easiest way to get to Knysna is to hire a car and take a trip from Cape 

Town all along the exquisite South African coastline.  Alternatively a short flight to George 

airport, renting a car and driving the fifty kilometres to Knysna, will get you there faster.  This 

road winds past lakes and pine forests while the towering Outeniqua mountain range frames the 

skyline. Your first views of Knysna will be of the vast Knysna Lagoon as it heads off towards 

the sea.  The town is nestled all along the lagoon and the gorgeous architecture of the waterside 

properties will give you a sense of affluent tastes. 

The lagoon has become a major attraction for the town with delightful activities such as 

yachting, sunset cruises, whale and dolphin watching boats and trendy waterfront shopping. It is 

also home to the protected Knysna seahorse and the immense cultivated oyster beds. Getting 

around Knysna is convenient and most of the town attractions are within walking distance.  

Exploring the area around Knysna however will require you to hire a car and drive a few 

kilometres out of town.  The unique surrounding environment is composed of the dense 

Tsitsikamma forest home to the only forest elephants in South Africa, something which Knysna 

is famous for.  You can visit them, walk with them and learn more about their environment and 

habitat. As well as the forests you will find colourful Fynbos reserves gracing the coastal 

hilltops, hosting many species of birds and rare butterflies. With your rental car you will be able 

to explore this vast ecological area and enjoy the activities such as mountain biking, hiking, 

paragliding and abseiling. 

In addition to the nature lover’s paradise, Knysna is also well known for its shopping and 

culinary delights.  A multitude of international brands and first class restaurants grace the streets 

and centres around town.  Thesen Island at the water’s edge has many of the trendy 

establishments with their seafood menus and local fare. Knysna is most famous for the cultivated 

oysters and every year during winter, hoards of locals and tourists flock to the area to dine on 

these shellfish delicacies at the Knysna Oyster Festival. 

What are you waiting for?  Fly in, rent a car and come enjoy this piece of paradise. 

 


