
Hermanus – The Whale Capital of South Africa 

 

This scenic and upmarket town has grown in popularity over the last decade to become a 

favourite holiday destination.  Only a short hours drive from Cape Town, you can hire a car and 

enjoy the coastal views as you travel along to visit the whale watching capital of South Africa 

and the world. 

Set high up on the ocean cliffs this seaside mecca manages to retain its small fishing village 

charm as the locals are all so grateful for the beauty in which they live. With impeccable sea 

views throughout the town it is no wonder Hermanus has been identified as one of the world’s 

foremost land based whale watching destinations. 

Where ever you park your hired car in town during the months of July to September, you will 

hear the famous Whale Crier as he blows his kelp horn to announce where the whales have been 

seen.  In late September the town celebrates a Whale Festival in order to welcome the new calves 

that have been born over this time.  

Aside from the whales this town offers plenty of activities to amuse you all year round. Travel by 

rental car to the Old Harbour Complex and visit the museum to learn about the whaling and 

charming fishing history of Hermanus. If you are up for some real excitement you can hop up the 

coast in your hired car to Gansbaai and go shark cage diving with the fearsome Great White 

Sharks. If this is not your style you can spend the day relaxing on Grotto Beach, a blue flag 

beach, renowned for its prestige and beauty, it is a preserved world heritage site. 

Driving around the countryside in your rental car you can go and taste the first class wines of 

this area and enjoy the myriad of fabulous restaurants, home made cheeses and glorious fresh 

fruit and vegetables. With mild weather all year round, a day spent boating on the Kleinriver 

Lagoon is a perfect way to enjoy the birdlife or a picnic on its banks. In the late afternoon you 

can leave your hired car behind and go for a spectacular horse ride on the beach and marvel and 

the scenic magnificence of this area.  

Hermanus is known for being home to many artists and the Craft Market on Lemm’s Corner is 

one of the best you will find anywhere. Whether you visit Hermanus to see the incredible 

Southern Right Whales or you come for a relaxing beach holiday, you will experience a sense of 

charm that the people here are renowned for. 

 


