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1. Keywords: Medical malpractice 
 

4 common surgery complications that can lead to medical malpractice 

 

Medical malpractice is something which affects thousands of people 

every year, either leading to serious injury or in some cases even death.  

This may sound far fetched but there is a great deal of proof to indicate 

otherwise and the most common form of medical malpractice as a result 

of complications during surgery. Here are four types: 

 

1. Wrong patient 

In large hospitals it is not unheard of for patient records to get 

mixed up.  In many cases before a procedure the doctor’s, pushing 

for time, do not do the full preliminary check and the result is 

medical malpractice. You could get the wrong surgery affecting 

you for the rest of your life. 

 

2. Retained foreign part 

This is a fairly common type of medical malpractice, when an 

individual goes for a surgery and then suffers complications 

afterwards.  On being sent for an x-ray they find a piece of 

operating equipment left behind inside the person.  This can cause 

serious pain or infection. 

 

3. Laceration/perforation/tear 

For a number of reasons many things can go wrong during surgery 

and a doctors puncturing or cutting something incorrectly happens 

often. However this could have serious consequences such as 

paralysis or worse the loss of a limb. 

 

4. Wrong side 

Miscommunication is not uncommon in hospitals and this could 

result in the surgeon operating on the wrong side of the patient. 

This could be minor or life changing. 

 

In all cases of medical malpractice with the right representation you will 

receive the warranted compensation. 

 

 

 

 



2. Keywords: Wrongful death 
 

Some boating safety tips to prevent potential accidents or incidents of 

wrongful death 
 

Boating and water sports are a popular holiday or summer activity 

enjoyed by many people.  It is also the cause of many cases of wrongful 

death due to negligence or accidents.  Most of these can be prevented by 

having a sound knowledge of basic boating safety rules and regulations.  

 

⋅ Be weather wise – always check local conditions and reports 

before heading out. Unpredictable storms are common causes of 

wrongful death. 

⋅ Designate an assistant skipper – make sure there is always one 

other person on board able to take over in case of incapacitation of 

the skipper. 

⋅ Perform a pre-departure checklist – make sure everything is in 

order before leaving such as: lifejackets, fuel, fire safety or distress 

signals. Any of these could make a difference between life and 

wrongful death. 

⋅ Communicate your float plan – always let someone on land know 

where you plan to go and times. 

⋅ Proper use of life jackets – in many cases of accidents and 

wrongful death the victims were not wearing life jackets. Assign 

and fit one to every passenger. 

⋅ Avoid alcohol – alcohol always increases the chance of accidents 

or wrongful death. 

⋅ Learn to swim – this is always a good idea if you are planning to 

go boating. 

⋅ Use common sense – by using your head and keeping to safe 

speeds, avoiding larger vessels or paying attention to navigational 

aids like buoys.   

 

A boat like any other vehicle can be dangerous and great care should 

always be taken to ensure the safety of your passengers and yourself.  

Any accident resulting in wrongful death can be utterly devastating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Keyword: Personal injury 

 

6 major causes of boating accidents resulting in personal injury claims 

 

The National Association of Rescue Divers (NARD) is exposed to all 

types of boating accidents resulting in personal injury or even death.  On 

their website they provide a lot of advice for boaters and list the most 

common causes of boating accidents: 
http://www.rescuediver.org/rescue-tech/boatops5.htm 

 

⋅ Capsizing 

⋅ Overloading/improper loading 

⋅ Man overboard 

⋅ Improper forward watch 

⋅ Ignoring the weather 

⋅ Unsafe fuel practices 

 

Most boating accidents that result in personal injury occur at the end of 

the day.  There are a number of factors that contribute to this such as: 

change in weather, vision impaired due to light, change in loading and in 

many cases alcohol consumption. The most important thing is for all 

boats to submit a float plan to ensure that there is someone that knows 

where they are headed and for how long.  This enables rescue crews to 

find the site of the accident and prevent serious personal injury or death.  

If a boat has capsized it is important to rather remain in the water near the 

boat instead of trying to swim ashore. This makes it easier for the 

rescuers to find you and you have a better chance of survival.  By 

obeying skipper’s orders and wearing your life jacket at all times could 

mean a decreased chance of personal injury. 

 

NARD suggests that anytime one goes on a boat you should be aware for 

your own safety and never be afraid to ask questions or raise concerns.  

Personal injury claims can take a long time to be settled and you could 

suffer unnecessarily if you did not take your own safety into account.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Keyword: Motorcycle accident 

 

Traffic driving tips for motorcyclists to prevent motorcycle accidents 

 

Heavy traffic is a common occurrence in everyday life and can cause 

delays.  It is important for motorcyclists to be more aware during 

congested traffic to prevent unnecessary motorcycle accidents.  Whether 

you are experienced or a novice it is good to keep these tips in mind as it 

could save your life. 

 

� Watch driver’s heads and mirrors – by keeping an eye on them you 

can detect any sudden movements they are about to make which 

often causes a motorcycle accident. 

� Never get between a vehicle and an off-ramp – many cars exit at 

the last minute and you could get stuck or injured. 

� Keep a finger or two on the brakes – fumbling for your brakes in 

traffic could prevent you stopping in time and cause a motorcycle 

accident. 

� Check your mirrors as well as constantly looking over your 

shoulder to make sure you get the whole picture of the traffic. 

� Be noticed – many motorcycle accidents occur because drivers 

claim to have not seen the motorcyclist. Wear bright clothing or 

helmet and ensure your headlight is on at all times. 

� Gear down – stay in a lower gear to be ready to jump away with 

power to avoid a situation. Also the higher revs will let the 

motorists know you are there. 

� Move to one side when traffic slows suddenly – this could prevent 

a motorcycle accident if the person does not stop in time behind 

you. It can also give you an escape route. 

� Constantly scan the environment for pedestrians, other cars and 

potential hazards. This includes the road surface which can be the 

cause of unstable driving which might cause a motorcycle 

accident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Keyword: Motorcycle accident 

 

Why choosing the right helmet and wearing it can save your life in a 

motorcycle accident 

 

It is common knowledge that one should always wear a helmet when 

riding a motorcycle to prevent serious injury in a motorcycle accident. 

Helmets are the most important part of motorcycle safety gear as it can 

both prevent a motorcycle accident and save your life if you are 

involved in one. Choosing the right helmet is crucial for many reasons 

and here are a list of things to consider when it comes to purchasing and 

wearing a helmet. 

 

⋅ Helmets come in all shapes and colors, when you buy your helmet it 

must not only suit your personality it must fit correctly.  An ill-fitting 

helmet might cause worse damage in a motorcycle accident. 

⋅ Comfort is also important otherwise you could get distracted and tired 

while driving with an uncomfortable helmet. 

⋅ Helmets must fit snugly and not fall off easily otherwise it will be 

useless if you are in a collision or a motorcycle accident. 

 

Helmets can also help prevent a motorcycle accident: 

⋅ Brightly colored helmets (not black) are more visible and will help 

motorists see you coming. 

⋅ Helmets cut down on wind noise to help you hear what’s going on 

around you.  Less wind noise also reduces fatigue and keeps you more 

alert to prevent motorcycle accidents. 

⋅ They protect your face and eyes from wind and insects. 

 

After being in a motorcycle accident you must replace your helmet as 

they are designed to crack as part of their protection of your head in a 

collision.  Ideally it is a better idea to purchase one in person rather than 

online to ensure you buy the right helmet for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Keyword: Car injury 

 

5 things designed to make roads safer and prevent car injury 

 

Roads in cities and towns are always busy and there are a lot of things 

that one needs to consider to stay alert and prevent accidents and car 

injury.  Road departments are constantly developing changes to ensure 

that the roads are safer for drivers of all ages. Some of these are: 

 

I. Signs – signs have become larger and simpler.  They are better 

placed such as overhead on exits and they are spread out so as not 

to have too many signs in one place.  Too many signs can confuse 

motorists and cause car injury. 

II. Dedicated left-turn lanes at all major intersections.  Right-angle 

collisions are a common cause of car injury and most intersections 

now have left-turn lanes or turning phases to prevent this. 

III. Crosswalks made safer – this is done with retro-reflective markings 

to make them visible at all times.  Countdown signals enable 

pedestrians to calculate crossing time and refuge islands are placed 

on wider streets.  Pedestrian collisions are common causes of 

accidents and car injury. 

IV. Improved street lighting on highways and along city streets is 

crucial in preventing car accidents and injury. 

V. Changeable message signs – this new technology enables road 

departments to inform motorists of traffic problems such as: 

accidents, congestion or work zones.  These messages are usually 

short and clear easy to understand words and are efficient at 

preventing accidents and car injury. 

 

All of these are designed to enable the motorist to be more alert and 

aware of potential dangers that could cause accidents and result in serious 

car injury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Keyword: Accident attorney 

 

How to deal with a pedestrian accident wile waiting for your accident 

attorney 

 

An accident attorney is able to assist with all types of accidents 

including pedestrian accidents whoever may be at fault. If you are 

involved in hitting a pedestrian it is a traumatic experience and it is 

important to try and keep your wits about you by following this simple 

advice which could help your accident attorney with your case. 

 

Firstly take stock of the situation and a few deep breaths before doing 

anything. This will enable you to decide on how you will tackle the 

situation so as not to make any mistakes.  Immediately go and help the 

injured person, if you are not injured yourself.  If it is safe help them off 

the road and contact the police, medical emergency services and then 

your accident attorney.  When they arrive, truthfully explain the 

accident to the police.  Make sure you provide your insurance details to 

the injured person, if they are communicative, or give it to the authorities.  

Do not talk excessively to the pedestrian or their family otherwise you 

may harm your case or unnecessarily admit fault.  This could make your 

accident attorney’s job harder during any proceedings.  Make notes of 

what you remember as soon as you can as this will keep the details of 

what happened on the day on record for you and your accident attorney 

to help determine fault.  They will then be able to assist you and give you 

a thorough understanding of your case.  

 

An accident attorney’s professional knowledge about the legalities of a 

pedestrian accident will help you especially if you are not at fault and 

need to receive compensation or the accident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Keywords: Wrongful death 

 

The top 5 causes of wrongful death in the United States 

 

The definition of a wrongful death is when an individual dies as a result 

of the negligence of another.  To elaborate, it means that when a person 

acts recklessly with disregard for the safety of themselves or another, this 

could result in death. The top 5 causes of wrongful death in the U.S are: 

 

1. Automobile accidents 

With the high rate of wrongful death as a result of a car or 

motorcycle accident it is said that driving is a privilege not a right. 

Despite the numerous rules, regulations and warnings there are 

many drivers who do not exercise caution when behind the wheel. 

 

2. Medical Malpractice 

This is a common cause and occurs as a result of the professional 

negligence of a health care provider.  Often this is during surgery 

and in most cases of medical malpractice that are taken to court; it 

is because it has resulted in a wrongful death. 

 

3. Accidents at the workplace 

Specifically in environments such as mining, manufacturing and 

construction, accidents which occur can result in a wrongful 

death. Whether it is because of a machine failure or a fall it needs 

to be proven that the employer was negligent of the worker’s 

safety. 

 

4. Product liability 

This can be aimed at manufacturers, suppliers or distributors of a 

product which has caused the death of a user. This can either be 

because of a defect, or the failure to inform the user of a defect. 

 

5. Airplane accident 

Not as common as the above but when this does occur, either 

because of negligent staff or a manufacturing/maintenance defect, 

it almost always results in wrongful death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9. Keywords: Medical Malpractice 

 

How to find a doctor’s medical malpractice record and why it is 

worthwhile 

 

If you are planning on undergoing and medical treatment or procedure it 

is essential to do a background check on the doctor to ensure they do not 

have a history of medical malpractice. This does not only go for the 

doctor or surgeon but also the hospital or clinic.  Getting this information 

is not always easy but is a worthwhile exercise. 

 

When you have selected a healthcare provider or doctor you should do 

the following: 

• Visit their website to gather any information on them and see 

whether they have reported any medical malpractice suits against 

them (often they do not do this). 

• Visit your state’s medical licensing board website. 

• Check the physician/healthcare provider listings or directories 

website as they are also required to report any medical 

malpractice issues here as well. 

• Perform an internet search using their name and keywords such as 

“medical malpractice”. Ensure you also put the name in “” in 

order to keep the name intact. E.g. “Dr Robert Smith”. 

 

It is important to take note of the following: 

• Check other states as they may have moved from one state to 

another because of a medical malpractice suit and this won’t 

necessarily be reported on your state’s board site. 

• Make sure you have the full story of the case not just a disgruntled 

patient giving false information. 

• Check that it is the right doctor and not just another doctor with the 

same name. 

• Also look for arrest records, felonies or discipline issues such as 

theft and false information by that doctor. 

 

This is all of vital importance to ensure your own safety and protection 

against medical malpractice. 

 

 

 

 



10.  Keywords: wrongful death 

 

Prevent potential wrongful death with this emergency checklist for 

parents 

 

As a parent, the wellbeing of your children is of the utmost importance, 

and being prepared in case of an emergency could prevent a serious 

injury from becoming a case of wrongful death. Having the necessary 

information available is essential especially for when you are under stress 

or if your children are under the care of another. Here is a list of some of 

the emergency information you should have on hand at all times, 

displayed clearly in an obvious location as this could be the difference 

between minor injury and wrongful death. 

 

A. Emergency contact details 

⋅ You area’s emergency and medical services contact details. 

⋅ Poison control centre number, a common cause of wrongful 

death is poisoning. 

⋅ Your emergency contact details (work, cell or alternative 

person’s number). 

⋅ Your child’s doctor and dentist’s numbers. 

B. Important health information and details 

⋅ Child’s full details, date of birth, name etc. 

⋅ Health insurance information; plan details and number. 

⋅ Home address and contact number details, emergency 

services need this to get there fast and prevent wrongful 

death. 

⋅ Any allergies and important medical condition information 

for your child. 

⋅ Special instructions relating to medical history. 

C. Authorization for medical care 

⋅ If you are going to be away for an extended period make 

sure that the care-giver or child’s doctor has been given the 

necessary authority to make important decisions. 

⋅ Provide a family member who will be nearby with written 

permission to make a decision in life threatening situations 

especially if it could result in a wrongful death because of 

malpractice. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

11.  Keywords: personal injury 

 

Tips on what to do if your dog bites someone to prevent personal injury 

claims 

 

Being bitten by a dog is not uncommon and it can often lead to a 

personal injury claim against the owner of the dog.  What can you do if 

it is your dog that has bitten someone to prevent serious legal 

ramifications and a personal injury claim? By taking swift action, 

thinking straight and taking the following steps: 

 

⋅ Stay calm – dogs react to their owners reactions and if you get 

hysterical you could worsen the situation and the personal injury. 

⋅ Get your dog away from the victim immediately and lock them in 

another area or room. 

⋅ Inspect the victim’s wound and wash thoroughly with warm soapy 

water or disinfectant. 

⋅ Be sympathetic and understanding.  Try not to get upset or lay 

blame as this could be used against you in the personal injury 

case. 

⋅ Contact the local authorities and the medical emergency services as 

the bite may be severe. 

⋅ Find out if there are any witnesses and obtain their contact 

information, this could be very helpful if the victim lodges a 

personal injury suit. 

⋅ Provide the victim with your contact and insurance details. 

⋅ Offer to pay for any damages upfront if you or your dog was 

clearly at fault as this may lessen the chance of a personal injury 

claim. 

⋅ Contact your dog’s vet to obtain the medical records of the dog. 

Rabies vaccination information is very important and you will need 

it. 

⋅ Obtain a personal injury lawyer to advise you on what to do 

further in case the victim lays a personal injury claim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12.  Keywords: car injury 

 

Driver fatigue not only thing related to truck accidents which cause 

serious car injury 

 

Truckers and freight haulers are often blamed for truck accidents and car 

injury because they are believed to sleep too little. There has been a great 

deal of research done to determine the reasons behind many truck 

accidents. 

 

1. Driver fatigue is common in truckers but lack of sleep, by choice, 

is not the only reason for truck accidents resulting in car injury. 

Causes of fatigue can be any of the following: 

⋅ Physical fitness 

⋅ Quantity of sleep 

⋅ Quality of sleep 

⋅ Diet 

⋅ Job experience 

⋅ Comfort of truck – ergonomically designed trucks can 

decrease fatigue and prevent car injury 

⋅ Time of day 

⋅ Personal worries or job motivation 

⋅ Time of day 

2. Sleep apnea is common in truckers and can cause fatigue which 

results in truck accidents or car injury 

⋅ This is a condition where the upper airway closes during 

sleep and results in the person waking up often and 

interrupting sleep. 

3. Drug and alcohol use 

⋅ As a requirement all freight companies are required to 

perform regular drug and alcohol testing on all drivers. 

⋅ A trucker under the influence will be most likely to cause a 

truck accident and serious car injury. 

4. Prescription medication 

⋅ Just like everyone else truckers get sick and are given medication to 

take. Often they don’t always pay attention to the contra-indications 

on the medication which could result in drowsiness.  In prevention of 

this, all truckers should be advised to inform employers when they are 

on medication in case they need to be suspended from duty to prevent 

potential accidents which could result in car injury. 

 

 



13.  Keywords: Accident attorney 

 

Three common accident scams and how your accident attorney can help 

 

Accident attorneys are well versed in identifying suspicious claims and 

can save you a lot of hassle if you become a victim of an accident scam.  

Here are some obvious scams that you can be aware of: 

 

• Adding damage 

After an accident they add damage to the car and claim that it was 

caused by the accident.  Your accident attorney will advise you to 

document everything at the scene by taking photos and making 

notes. 

• Staged rear-end car accident 

This is fairly common and will make it seem like your fault. They 

will cut in front of you and then stop suddenly causing you to run 

into them. They might then fake worse injuries by getting false 

doctor reports. Consult your accident attorney immediately and 

get them to help you set up tests for the injured party by a neutral 

doctor or physician. 

• Fake assistance 

Most common scam is when they wave you in front of them or at a 

stop sign and then run into you. After the fact they deny every 

doing that and you will get the blame. Others may try to help by 

taking you to an auto repair shop which charges you a fortune and 

you can’t get out of it.  

 

In the instance of any accident, consult your accident attorney 

immediately to get the best advice on how to handle the situation.  Be 

aware of every situation while driving and report suspicious activity to 

your insurance company or accident attorney in any situation. Always 

try and find witnesses at the scene of an accident and this will help your 

accident attorney with your case in the long run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14.  Keywords: Personal injury 

 

Safe lifting tips to prevent personal injury at work 

 

Being injured on the job especially in the manufacturing and construction 

industries is a common occurrence. Many of these personal injury 

claims are the result of an accident but can often be because of overuse 

injuries or poor technique.  Long working hours causing fatigue can result 

in an employee losing concentration and causing personal injury to 

them.  The introduction of ergonomics and work station design has 

reduced the number of personal injury claims, but accidents do still 

happen. Back injuries from incorrect lifting are a universal complaint so 

here are some tips to help your employees avoid a personal injury: 

 

⋅ Stand close to the load 

⋅ Position feet shoulder width apart 

⋅ Keep back straight and squat down towards load 

⋅ Tighten your abdominal muscles 

⋅ Grasp the load firmly with both hands (dropping a heavy load on their 

foot will definitely result in a personal injury claim) 

⋅ Use leg muscles to lift up and not the back 

⋅ Always keep the back straight while moving the load 

o Do not twist your back 

o Do not bend forward or back 

o Use your legs for all movement 

⋅ Bend again at the knees into a squat position to place the load down. 

 

By encouraging your employees to keep fit and strong you can reduce the 

number of injuries and potential personal injury claims.  Keep them 

informed on technique and health issues and you can prevent unnecessary 

personal injury claims constantly increasing your insurance premiums. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15.  Keywords: wrongful death 

 

Take this Child Safety Quiz to help keep you informed and prevent 

wrongful death 
 

As a parent the wellbeing of your children is a constant worry and you 

need to ensure that you are well informed.  Accidents do happen and are 

the leading cause of wrongful death in children over the age of 1 year 

old.  Any wrongful death because of an accident can be avoided by 

ensuring you understand about safety.   

 

By following this link you can take a very useful child safety quiz to help 

you understand whether you have covered all the bases at home and in 

other places.  You can choose how many questions to answer and they 

will provide you with a summary and helpful advice at the end. 
http://pediatrics.about.com/library/quiz/bl_safety_quiz.htm 

 

There are so many things to be aware of as a parent to try and avoid 

harmful accidents and wrongful death.  Here is a list of additional safety 

concerns that you can get more information on to ensure you kids are 

protected: 

⋅ Baby products 

⋅ Car seats and rules 

⋅ Childproofing your home 

⋅ Hidden dangers around you at home and in public places that can 

cause unnecessary wrongful deaths 

⋅ Fire safety 

⋅ Poison control (a common cause of wrongful death in children) 

⋅ Sunscreen and sun safety 

⋅ Halloween safety 

⋅ Food safety 

 

There are many professional websites linked to the above quiz site to help 

you ensure that you have all the information you need about safety and 

preventing wrongful death at home. 

 

 


